
The 2024 edition of MAMI Mumbai Film Festival celebrates 50 glorious years in
cinema, of Shabana Azmi with an Excellence in Cinema Award

Mumbai, October 11, 2024: The festival is honoured to celebrate Shabana Azmi’s
outstanding journey and distinguished body of work with an Excellence in Cinema
Award and a special screening of one of her most acclaimed films – Arth.

Shabana Azmi has carved a unique niche through an illustrious career in parallel
cinema, garnering accolades on global platforms while emerging as a pioneer in
mainstream Indian cinema. A true trailblazer, she is among the first leading ladies to
effortlessly balance the worlds of art-house and commercial cinema, showcasing
the sheer power of her craft.

Charting an exceptional course, Azmi has portrayed a diverse array of characters,
collaborating with some of the finest filmmakers, including Shyam Benegal, Mahesh
Bhatt, Satyajit Ray, Goutam Ghose, Mrinal Sen, Basu Chatterjee, Sai Paranjpye,
Saeed Akhtar Mirza, Shekhar Kapur, Tapan Sinha, Deepa Mehta, Vishal Bhardwaj,
Mira Nair, Vidhu Vinod Chopra, and Karan Johar.

As a founding board member of MAMI, Azmi has played a pivotal role in enriching
Mumbai’s cinematic culture, ensuring that exceptional films from around the world
are accessible to audiences in Mumbai. Her commitment to fostering a diverse film
community underscores her belief in the power of storytelling to transcend
boundaries.

Festival Director, Shivendra Singh Dungarpur said, “It is a privilege for MAMI to
honour Shabana Azmi, an iconic actor, with the Excellence in Cinema Award this
year. Her remarkable versatility and extraordinary body of work over 50 years,
beginning with her award-winning debut in ‘Ankur’ in 1974, has enriched the fabric
of Indian cinema with some of the most memorable women characters. MAMI had
the distinct pleasure of honouring her in 1999 for her remarkable contributions over
25 years, and we are fortunate to continue witnessing her work and celebrate her
golden jubilee.”

MAMI will present the Excellence in Cinema Award to Shabana Azmi on October 18.
This will be followed by a masterclass on October 19 in conversation with National
Award-winning actor Vidya Balan, and will offer insights into Azmi’s journey and
experiences over five decades in the industry.

Join us in celebrating the legacy of Shabana Azmi, a true icon whose artistry
continues to inspire filmmakers and audiences alike.
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Notes to editors:

About MAMI Mumbai Film Festival

MAMI Mumbai Film Festival, organised by the Mumbai Academy of Moving Image
(MAMI), has brought the best of contemporary world cinema and talent to the city of
Mumbai since 1997. With its expanded vision to spotlight South Asian and South
Asian diaspora filmmakers, MAMI becomes the hub for South Asia, discovering and
connecting emerging talent to the worldwide festival ecosystem. Along with
celebrating cinematic excellence and bringing joy to our audiences, we aim to
facilitate the exchange of ideas and provide easy access to information related to
filmmaking, funding, film distribution, business opportunities, and strategic
marketing support for films and filmmakers. The Academy also conducts a robust
Year Round Programme that acts as a hub for creators and cinephiles through
screenings, networking opportunities, access to labs and workshops for skill
development, masterclasses, and, very importantly, creating a community of cinema
lovers.

More on MAMI:

Website: www.mumbaifilmfestival.com

IG, FB & YT: @mumbaifilmfestival I X: @MumbaiFilmFest
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