


Blackhole is a film on a sewer worker, named Vikas, who gets trapped in 
sewer while cleaning it. Its an attempt to make our society see the contin-
ued perils of Dalits, as society tend to ignore it, Ministers of Indian Govern-
ment have audacity to say ‘no manual scavenging death reported during 
2019 to 2022, It added that a total of 233 people had died “due to acci-
dents while undertaking hazardous cleaning of sewer and septic tanks” in 
this time period.’ (The Hindu: Dec 14, 2022). Sewer cleaning is new form of 
Manual Scavenging and it has been institutionalised by integrating it with 
caste system. This film aims at make our society see the misery of being a 
Dalit and ponder over the question posed by Dr Ambedkar ‘How long shall 
we continue to deny equality in our social and economic life?’

                      Long shall we continue to deny equality in our social and eco-
nomic life? Dr. Ambedkar posed this question in Constituent Assembly, and 
unfortunately even after 75 years we don’t have definite answer to it. 
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The black hole serves as a metaphor for the darkest aspects of our 
times. Vikas represents the harsh reality faced by Dalits, while the lid 
over the sewage symbolizes the system that confines Dalits to the 
darkest corners. The traffic police, the couple in the car, and the child’s 
mother represents an utterly ignorant society.
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Synopsis
The title of the film is “Blackhole”. It’s a short film based on a sewage 
worker, named Vikas Kamble, who gets stuck in a manhole, which ac-
cidentally gets closed, while cleaning it. This scene is taking place in the 
midst of bustling city of Mumbai, where people can be seen walking 
around, completely unnoticing the manhole, in which Vikas has been 
trapped.
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